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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

Claremont McKenna College, Department of Government  
Alice Tweed Tuohy Professor of Management and Government, 2025-present 
Alice Tweed Tuohy Associate Professor of Management and Government, 2020-2024 
Associate Professor, 2014-2019 

 

New York University, Wagner School of Public Service 
Assistant Professor, 2006-2013 

 

Stony Brook University, Department of Political Science  
Assistant Professor, 2005-2006 

 
EDUCATION 

Harvard University 
Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government, 2005 
M.A. in Political Economy and Government, 2004 

 

Swarthmore College  
B.A. with High Honors in Economics, 1997 

 
BOOKS 

Raising the Floor: Federalism and the Politics of U.S. Minimum Wage Policy. University of Chicago  
Press, 2026. 

Responsive States: Federalism and American Public Policy (with Andrew Karch). Cambridge  
University Press, 2019. 

Financing Medicaid: Federalism and the Growth of America’s Health Care Safety Net. University of  
Michigan Press, 2013. 
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ARTICLES IN REFEREED JOURNALS  

“Federalism and the Future of U.S. Minimum Wage Policy.” 2026. Publius: The Journal of  
Federalism 56(1): 87–104. 

“State Minimum Wage Laws as a Response to Federal Inaction.” 2020. State and Local Government  
Review 52(4): 277-286. 

 
“State Legislatures as National Actors.” 2019. PS: Political Science & Politics 53(2): 436-439. 
 
“The State of American Federalism 2017–2018: Unilateral Executive Action, Regulatory Rollback,  

and State Resistance” (with Greg Goelzhauser). 2018. Publius: The Journal of Federalism 
48(3): 319–344.  
 

“States as Stakeholders: Federalism, Policy Feedback, and Government Elites” (with Andrew Karch).  
2017. Studies in American Political Development 31(1): 47-67. 

 
“The State of American Federalism 2016–2017: Policy Reversals and Partisan Perspectives on  

Intergovernmental Relations” (with Greg Goelzhauser). 2017. Publius: The Journal of  
Federalism 47(3): 285-313. 

“The State of American Federalism 2014-2015: Pathways to Policy in an Era of Party Polarization”  
(with Cynthia J. Bowling). 2015. Publius: The Journal of Federalism 45(3): 351-379.  

“Opting In, Opting Out: The Politics of State Medicaid Expansion.” 2015. The Forum: A Journal of  
Applied Research in Contemporary Politics 13(1): 63-82. 

“Medicaid’s Next Metamorphosis” (with Charles Brecher). 2013. Public Administration Review  
73(s1): s60–s68.  

 
“Budget Slack, Institutions, and Transparency” (with Daniel L. Smith). 2012. Public Administration  

Review 72(2): 187–195.  

“Disentangling Accountability and Competence in Elections: Evidence from U.S. Term Limits” (with  
James Alt and Ethan Bueno de Mesquita). 2011. Journal of Politics 73(1): 171-186.  

“Institutions and Fiscal Sustainability.” 2010. National Tax Journal 63(4): 807–838.  

“The Political Manipulation of U.S. State Rainy Day Funds under Rules versus Discretion.” 2008.  
State Politics and Policy Quarterly 8(2): 150-176.  

“Do Fiscal Rules Dampen the Political Business Cycle?” 2006. Public Choice 128(3/4): 407-431.  

“The Causes of Fiscal Transparency: Evidence from the U.S. States” (with James Alt and David  
Dreyer Lassen). 2006. IMF Staff Papers 53: 30-57.  
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BOOK CHAPTERS  
 
“Federal Budget Reform: Lessons from State and Local Governments” (with Daniel L. Smith). 2014.  

In Pathways to Fiscal Reform in the United States, edited by John W. Diamond and George R. 
Zodrow, 135-162. Cambridge: MIT Press.  

 
“State Health Care Expenditures.” 2014. In Sustaining the States: The Fiscal Viability of American  

State Governments, edited by Marilyn Rubin and Katherine Willoughby, 197-210. Boca Raton: 
Routledge/CRC Press. 

 
“Context-Conditional Political Budget Cycles” (with James Alt). 2007. In Oxford Handbook of  

Comparative Politics, edited by Carles Boix and Susan Stokes, 845-867. New York: Oxford 
University Press.  

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Critical Dialogue with Karen Orren and Stephen Skowronek on The Policy State and Responsive States  
(with Andrew Karch). 2020. Perspectives on Politics 18(3): 898-900.  

Review of Conservative Innovators: How States Are Challenging Federal Power by Ben Merriman.  
2019. Perspectives on Politics 17(4): 1188-1189. 

Introduction to the Special Issue (with Cynthia J. Bowling). 2016. Publius: The Journal of Federalism  
46(3): 1-6. 

Review of Medicaid Politics: Federalism, Policy Durability, and Health Reform by Frank J.  
Thompson. 2014. Public Administration Review 74(3): 423-424. 

Review of Health Care Reform and American Politics: What Everyone Needs to Know by Lawrence R.  
Jacobs and Theda Skocpol. 2011. Political Science Quarterly 126(3): 509-510.  

“Intergovernmental Aid and Transfers.” 2009. In Political Encyclopedia of U.S. States and Regions,  
edited by Donald Haider-Markel, 808-810. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press.  

“Closing State Deficit Requires Prudence” (with Dall Forsythe). 2008. Albany Times Union, Dec. 10.  
 
GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

Center for the Study of Federalism Research Grant, 2021-2022   
Lowe Institute of Political Economy Faculty-Student Research Grant, 2020-21, 2022-23, 2025-26  
University Research Challenge Fund, New York University, 2011 
NYU-Wagner Faculty Research Fund, 2008, 2009, and 2011 
Goddard Junior Faculty Fellowship, New York University, 2009  
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Dissertation Grant, Institute for Quantitative Social Science, Harvard University, 2005  
Dissertation Grant, Center for American Political Studies, Harvard University, 2004  
Seed Grant, Center for American Political Studies, Harvard University, 2004  
Kennedy Fellowship, Harvard Kennedy School, 1999  
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 

Roy P. Crocker Award for Service, Claremont McKenna College, 2021 
Professor of the Year, NYU-Wagner, 2009 
Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Harvard University, 2003 and 2004 
Dean’s Award for Excellence in Student Teaching, Harvard Kennedy School, 2002 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

Conferences: American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, Publius  
Workshop on the Future of American Federalism, Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
Management, Association for Budgeting and Financial Management, National Tax Association Annual 
Conference on Taxation, Baker Institute/Rice University Conference on Economic and Fiscal Reform 
in the United States, UCLA/NYU Tax Policy Conference on Tax Law and Health Care Reform, 
Transatlantic Dialogue: Rethinking Financial Management in the Public Sector, National Bureau of 
Economic Research (NBER) Political Economy Program Meeting, State Politics and Policy 
Conference, International Monetary Fund Annual Research Conference. 

Invited Talks: Indiana University School of Public and Environmental Affairs, Yale University 
Institution for Social and Policy Studies, Trinity College Department of Public Policy and Law, 
University of Minnesota Department of Political Science, University of Maryland Department of 
Economics, University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill Department of Public Policy, George Mason University School of Public Policy, UC-San 
Diego Department of Political Science, UC-Davis Department of Political Science. 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Public Policy Analysis (Harvard, NYU, CMC) 
Empirical Methods (Harvard, CMC) 
State and Local Politics and Policy (CMC) 
Introduction to American Politics (Harvard, CMC)  
Policy Lab (CMC)  
Government Budgeting (Stony Brook, NYU) 
Political Economy (Stony Brook, Harvard) 
Public and Nonprofit Financial Management (NYU) 
Public Economics (NYU) 
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SERVICE TO THE COLLEGE 

Director of the Public Policy Major, 2019-present, and Public Policy Sequence, 2017-19 
Board of Faculty Advisors, Rose Institute of State and Local Government, 2021-present 
Faculty Research Committee, fall 2023, 2024-25, 2025-26 
Athenaeum Advisory Committee, 2025-26 
Institutional Review Board, 2024-25  
National Awards Committee, fall 2023 
Claremont Faculty Leadership Program Fellow, 2022-23 
Government Department Faculty Search Committee Chair, 2022-23; Member, 2015-16 and 2017-18 
Board of Trustees Advancement Committee, 2022-23  
Academic Computing Committee, spring 2022 and 2015-16  
Data Science Committee, spring 2022 and 2014-15  
Board of Trustees Academic Affairs Committee, 2020-21 
Appointments, Promotion, and Tenure Executive Committee, 2018-21 
Dean of the Faculty Search Committee, 2020-21 
Ad-Hoc Emergency Pandemic Child and Dependent Care Committee, 2020-21 
Faculty Library Advisory Committee, 2017-18 
Faculty Fellow in Residence at NYU’s Palladium Undergraduate Residence Hall, 2013-14 
Co-director of NYU-Wagner’s Undergraduate Program, 2013-14 
NYU-Wagner Curriculum Committee, 2012-13 and 2007-09  
NYU-Wagner Admissions Advisory Committee, 2012-13 and 2006-07  
NYU-Wagner Faculty Search Committee, 2011-12, 2009-10, and 2007-08 
Director of NYU-Wagner’s Finance Specialization, 2010-13  
NYU-Wagner Global Education Committee, 2010-11 
NYU Postdoctoral Program for Academic Diversity Selection Committee, 2008-09 
NYU-Urban Assembly Mentoring Partnership Director, 2008-14  
NYU-Wagner Budget Committee, 2007-11 
 

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 

Ad-hoc Reviewer for American Journal of Political Science; American Political Science Review; 
Journal of Politics; Perspectives on Politics; American Politics Research; Legislative Studies 
Quarterly; Publius: The Journal of Federalism; State and Local Government Review; State Politics 
and Policy Quarterly; Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law; Journal of Policy Analysis and 
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Management; Journal of Public Economics; National Tax Journal; Public Budgeting and Finance; 
Public Choice; National Science Foundation; Oxford University Press; Columbia University Press. 

Advisory Council, Publius: The Journal of Federalism, 2018-present 

Annual Review Editor, Publius: The Journal of Federalism, 2014-18 

Committee Member, William Anderson Award for the best dissertation on federalism,  
intergovernmental relations, or state and local politics, 2016  

Council Member, Health Politics and Policy section of APSA, 2015-18 

Committee Chair, Leonard S. Robins Award for the best paper on health politics and policy  
presented at APSA, 2015 

 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Research Assistant, The Brookings Institution, 1998-99 
Teaching Assistant, Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, 1998-99 
Research Assistant, Peterson Institute for International Economics, 1997-98  
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